Also, we have attempted to identify the most easily accessible place for obtaining consumer
information on a particular topic. The National Institutes of Health, for example, have
been placed in the section on information providers, not because their basic purpose is
providing information, but because they have substantial information operations which are
the most direct points of access to the Institutes.

The section on internationally oriented organizations has been expanded to reflect increased
interest in communication about disabilities between different countries. Organizations
having international chapters but a national orientation are generally included in a
different category.

The alphabetical list of organizations will help you locate the information you are seeking
irrespective of our attempt to group organizations. Federal agencies have been identified in
the list by an asterisk. (Information providers funded by the Federal government but
operated on a grant or contract basis have not been identified by an asterisk.)

How The Data Was Gathered

All organizations included in the 1982 edition were asked to review the description of their
services and make any necessary changes. New information providers were contacted by
mail and telephone for information necessary to prepare the abstract.

The Index

Please take the time and effort to read the introduction to the index. It contains some
important guidelines which will facilitate your use of the Directory.

vled by the national office to its appropriate
